
Regatta
Right of Way Rules

 Opposite Tack (wind on opposite sides)

A Starboard Tack yacht has Right-Of-Way over a Port 
Tack yacht

Starboard Tack - wind on starboard (right) side
Port Tack - wind on port (left) side

 Same Tack (wind on same side)

A Leeward Tack yacht has Right-Of-Way over a 
Windward Tack yacht.

Leeward Tack - running away from the from the wind

Windward Tack - running into the wind

 Changing Tack

A yacht On Tack has Right-Of-Way over a Tacking or 
Jibing yacht.

On Tack - whenever not Tacking or Jibing

Tacking - Changing tack, swinging bow across eye of 
wind

Jibing - Shifting wind to opposite side when sailing 
downwind

 Exception

When rounding, and an inside yacht is within two 
spaces of the buoy, an outside yacht on same tack 
must keep clear

Regatta
Right of Way Rules

 Opposite Tack (wind on opposite sides)

A Starboard Tack yacht has Right-Of-Way over a Port 
Tack yacht

Starboard Tack - wind on starboard (right) side
Port Tack - wind on port (left) side

 Same Tack (wind on same side)

A Leeward Tack yacht has Right-Of-Way over a 
Windward Tack yacht.

Leeward Tack - running away from the from the wind

Windward Tack - running into the wind

 Changing Tack

A yacht On Tack has Right-Of-Way over a Tacking or 
Jibing yacht.

On Tack - whenever not Tacking or Jibing

Tacking - Changing tack, swinging bow across eye of 
wind

Jibing - Shifting wind to opposite side when sailing 
downwind

 Exception

When rounding, and an inside yacht is within two 
spaces of the buoy, an outside yacht on same tack 
must keep clear

Regatta
Right of Way Rules

 Opposite Tack (wind on opposite sides)

A Starboard Tack yacht has Right-Of-Way over a Port 
Tack yacht

Starboard Tack - wind on starboard (right) side
Port Tack - wind on port (left) side

 Same Tack (wind on same side)

A Leeward Tack yacht has Right-Of-Way over a 
Windward Tack yacht.

Leeward Tack - running away from the from the wind

Windward Tack - running into the wind

 Changing Tack

A yacht On Tack has Right-Of-Way over a Tacking or 
Jibing yacht.

On Tack - whenever not Tacking or Jibing

Tacking - Changing tack, swinging bow across eye of 
wind

Jibing - Shifting wind to opposite side when sailing 
downwind

 Exception

When rounding, and an inside yacht is within two 
spaces of the buoy, an outside yacht on same tack 
must keep clear

Regatta
Right of Way Rules

 Opposite Tack (wind on opposite sides)

A Starboard Tack yacht has Right-Of-Way over a Port 
Tack yacht

Starboard Tack - wind on starboard (right) side
Port Tack - wind on port (left) side

 Same Tack (wind on same side)

A Leeward Tack yacht has Right-Of-Way over a 
Windward Tack yacht.

Leeward Tack - running away from the from the wind

Windward Tack - running into the wind

 Changing Tack

A yacht On Tack has Right-Of-Way over a Tacking or 
Jibing yacht.

On Tack - whenever not Tacking or Jibing

Tacking - Changing tack, swinging bow across eye of 
wind

Jibing - Shifting wind to opposite side when sailing 
downwind

 Exception

When rounding, and an inside yacht is within two 
spaces of the buoy, an outside yacht on same tack 
must keep clear


